
The end of an era occurred in
early 2006 when the Golden
Giant Mine of Newmont
Canada Corporation ceased
operations after extracting all
the economical ore form the
underground mine and pouring
the last gold bar in the mill.
The Golden Giant Mine located
just west of Manitouwadge cor-
ner was a major employer in
the area from 1983 to the fall of
2006. The majority of the
employees lived in
Manitouwadge with some liv-

ing in Marathon, and White
River, Mobert and Heron Bay.
Some of the former employees
still call Manitouwadge home
and commute to remote mines
in many parts of the country
and the world from our commu-
nity.
Fortune Minerals; a diversified
natural resource company pur-
chased the mine buildings,
equipment and spare parts
inventory from Newmont
Canada Limited (Newmont)
and Mindecom Industrial

Constructors Limited
(Mindecom) in 2006 and 2008
for the purposes of relocating
selected components to the
Company's NICO cobalt-gold-
bismuth project in the
Northwest Territories. In early
2008 Fortune Minerals; owners
of the assets awarded the
deconstruction/demolition con-
tract to Tri Venture FE&C LTD.
All project management for
safe demolition and salvage of
the buildings and equipment
was performed by Tri Venture

FE&C Ltd over a period of the
last 9 months.
This is commendable as it
occurred mostly during the
winter months adding to the
complexity of the task. This
contractor employed many
local and area residents some
of which worked at the mine
while it was operating. Before
any of the buildings were
demolished all useful equip-
ment was salvaged and
removed. Material as small as
light bulbs up to larger items
such as cranes,mills and
crushers are being recycled.
Appropriate disposal of the non
recyclable material is also
being completed.
The skyline at the location of
the Golden Giant Mine site was
changed forever with the three
largest structures being demol-
ished last week. Over a period
of 3 days the expertise of an
explosives company utilizing
explosives and the weakening
of structural elements reduced
the structures to scrap steel
and concrete rubble to be recy-
cled for use on site and else-
where.
On May 10, 2009 the head-
frame was successfully
brought down by the precise
placement of explosives at the
base support columns to allow
the steel structure to topple
over after detonation. Then on
May 11th and 12th, 2009 the
tallest portion of the mill build-
ing including the grinding area
and the ore storage bins was
demolished by selective cut-
ting of the support steel and
then assisting the collapse with
the use of heavy equipment.
Finally on May 14, 2009 the
large concrete fine ore bin was
also demolished with the use
of explosives.
After being landmarks for

more than 20 years, each indi-
vidual structure was removed
over the course of a few min-
utes. Congratulations to
Advanced Explosives and
Demolition for completing this
task safely.
Videos can be found on
YouTube by searching for
Golden Giant Mine.
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Skyline at Manitouwadge Corner
Changed Forever

Marathon
Assisted in
Finding Mill
Investors

“Our government is committed
to helping small northern com-
munities take advantage of
new economic development
opportunities. By investing in
these projects, we are posi-
tioning the Marathon-Terrace
Bay area for future growth,”
states Michael Gravelle, the
Minister of Northern
Development and Mines. The
Town of Marathon will assess
the viability of new owners to
operate the local pulp mill with
help from the Ontario govern-
ment.
The Northern Ontario Heritage
Fund Corporation (NOHFC)
will provide $67,500 for a fea-
sibility study on the purchase
and operation of the local pulp
mill by former employees. The
project will also explore alter-
nate uses for the site’s infras-
tructure and equipment.
In addition, the communities of
Marathon and Terrace Bay will
receive $94,815 to help imple-
ment the North Shore
Information System, an elec-
tronic database that will use
Geographic Information
Systems (GIS) technology.
This more secure system will
modernize municipal land
records and improve access to
information.

QUEEN’S PARK – Mike Brown, MPP. Algoma-
Manitoulin, is pleased to announce that Ontario
is expanding its successful Aging at Home pro-
gram by investing over $23,000 in
Manitouwadge to help more seniors live inde-
pendently and reduce pressure on Ontario’s
emergency rooms
“Our government is investing in community-
based services so that seniors can have the
quality of life they deserve at home.” said
Brown. “By providing more services to seniors
at home and in their communities, these invest-
ments have the added benefit of reducing emer-
gency room wait times.”
This is part of a province-wide investment of
$272 million to help seniors receive needed
health services in the comfort and dignity of their
own homes and communities. The funding will
also help to decrease the number of alternate
level of care (ALC) patients in hospitals and

support more timely discharge of patients wait-
ing to move out of the hospital to more appro-
priate services.
ß $1,350,000 for the Aging at Home program in
North West Local Health Integration Network
(NW LHIN)
ß $821,000 to NW LHIN to invest in local solu-
tions that will address ALC pressures
ß $1,255,000 in NW LHIN for increased home
care, personal support and homemaking ser-
vices provided by Community Care Access
Centres
ALC patients are individuals in hospital beds
who would be better cared for in alternate set-
ting, such as long-term care, rehabilitation or at
home. Having more home care and community
services enables ALC patients to leave hospital
sooner, making more beds available to ER
patients.

MPP Brown Announces
Funding for Manitouwadge

Government invests in Aging at Home Program

SUBMITTED PHOTO
Another one hits the dust. The former Newmont headframe at Hemlo falls to the ground.

On May 19th I welcomed fel-
low New Democrat MP Wayne
Marston to Elliot Lake and
Espanola as part of a National
Senior’s Consultation Tour; an
important component of the
NDP’s Task Force on the
Middle Class and the
Recession.
The events were well attended
by people who were ready to
voice their concerns about the
challenges faced by seniors
today. One thing that became
clear to us was that too many
seniors are living in poverty.
We were told how current pen-
sions are often not enough for
seniors to get by and that
many are faced with difficult
choices to be able to balance
their budgets. This dovetailed
with the messages we
received about the real need
for affordable housing to offset
other rising costs and the
desire to have the Guaranteed
Income Supplement flow auto-
matically.
As expected health care and
dental care also topped the list

o f
senior’s concerns, both in
terms of delivery of cost and
access to services. We
learned that many seniors are
forced to travel out of town to
receive treatment and would
appreciate better public trans-
portation to assist with these
necessary trips.
All of this is made more difficult
to accept when one considers
that on June 20, 2006 an NDP
motion that mandated the fed-
eral government to create
Seniors Charter to recognize
older Canadians as creative,
active and valued members of
our society, who deserve free
drug and dental coverage was
passed by the House of
Commons. Sadly, we are still
waiting for the Harper govern-
ment to act on this motion.
The NDP's motion called on
the government to rectify
decades of under-funding of
seniors' programs by creating
a Seniors Charter that
enshrines the right of every
senior in Canada to:
• income security, through pro-
tected pensions and indexed

public income support
that provides a reasonable
state of economic welfare;
• secure, accessible, and
affordable housing;
• wellness, through health pro-
motion and preventative care;
• secure, public, accessible,
universal health care including
primary care, homecare, pallia-
tive and geriatric care, and free
pharma and dental care;
• self-development, through
lifelong access to affordable
recreation, education and
training;
• government services, through
timely access to all federal
government services and pro-
grams, including family re-uni-
fication.
The Charter also calls for the
creation of a Seniors Advocate
who would publish and report
annually to parliament on gov-
ernment policies and programs
affecting seniors.
It is clear that seniors in
Canada are facing many
immediate challenges. The
issues raised on our visit will
continue to be addressed by
New Democrats in the House
of Commons and in our com-
munities. If you would like to
make your views known about
these issues or to learn more
about the NDP’s Task Force on
the Middle Class and the
Recession, please visit
www.recovery.ndp.ca.

Seniors Event Well Attended
Carol Hughes, MP/Députée
Algoma-Manitoulin-Kapuskasing

c.hughes@parl.gc.ca
1-800-463-3335

OTTAWA – In light of recent
events involving the abduction
of eight-year-old Victoria
Stafford in Woodstock , ON ,
the Canada Safety Council
urges parents and guardians to
teach your children about
strangers, and how to act in
certain situations.
In 2007, there were 60,582
missing-children cases in
Canada . There were 576
cases of children wandering
off, and 285 cases of abduc-
tions by a parent. Three-quar-
ters of all cases were run-
aways. Only 56 (less than one
per cent) involved kidnappings;
in most of those cases the kid-
napper was a relative, friend,
or person known to the family.
This implies that telling chil-
dren not to talk to strangers is
simply insufficient advice.
Although children should be
wary of strangers, abductions
are usually carried out by indi-
viduals known to the child, not
strangers.
When parents give their chil-
dren a general warning such
as “never talk to strangers”
they are running a risk. At
some point in time, their chil-
dren may need a stranger’s

help and they have to be
taught the difference. A good
example of this predicament is
the case of an 11-year-old boy
who was lost in the woods.
When volunteer-strangers
searching for him came close
to finding where he was, he
was frightened and deliberate-
ly hid from them. This story
ended on a happy note and the
child was eventually found, but
one can see the need for clari-
fying and understanding the
message of “stranger-danger.”
Children must learn to trust
their instincts and when in
doubt, they should seek out an
adult that they trust.
Nothing replaces close super-
vision of children, especially for
pre-schoolers who are unable
to identify threatening situa-
tions. When children start to
develop social skills and judg-
ment, they can be taught how
to respond to different real-life
circumstances. One of the
most valuable lessons to give
children would be to practice
“what if” scenarios. Help chil-
dren identify the appropriate
and safe responses when they
are at risk, such as getting lost
in a mall versus getting lost in

the woods, being approached
in the park or being offered a
gift. Also, remind children that
adults would not ask a child for
help without the approval of a
parent. Role-playing scenarios
that have children act out the
proper reactions (including
loud vocal statements such as
“You are not my father! Let me
go!”), can give them confi-
dence to react in real-life situa-
tions.
These imaginary scenarios are
an opportunity for children to
learn to identify people that are
safe to approach (e.g. a uni-
formed officer, a store clerk or
a mother with children). They
also present an occasion for
parents and children to look at
other strategies such as having
a password. Finally, a child
should know his/her name,
address and phone number in
case of separation. This infor-
mation should not be made
obvious on lunch boxes or
knapsacks. If a stranger
speaks to a child using his
name, the child may mistaken-
ly assume that he/she is a
friend.
What Parents Can Do
Children need to develop

habits and attitudes that will
protect them from the real
threats and dangers they may
face.
What to do if they are lost or in
danger—They should stay put
(or in hazardous conditions,
find the nearest safe spot), try
to attract attention, and wait for
a rescuer.
Where they live — Once chil-
dren are in school, have them
memorize their name, address
and phone number in case
they become separated from
the family.
When someone makes them
feel uncomfortable — Whether
it’s someone they know or not,
children should be taught to
trust their instincts and to seek
out an adult in whom they can
confide.

Whom to ask for help if they
get lost — For example, a uni-
formed officer, store or restau-
rant staff, information booth or
mother with children.
How to respond to situations—
Practice “what if” scenarios as
mentioned above. Many fami-
lies use passwords; children
are to ask anyone picking them
up for the password. If the
proper password cannot be
provided, the child must follow
their regular daily routine.
The Canada Safety Council
encourages parents to give
their children age-appropriate
positive messages about safe-
ty, bearing in mind how young-
sters may perceive their world.

Source: Royal Canadian Mounted
Police. National Missing Children
Services 2007 Reference Report.

Stranger Danger – What to Teach
your Children

We All Have Responsibility
to Conserve Energy

The future of power generation in Ontario is changing.
A new era of power generation is upon as, as Ontario works to
change the shape of our electricity system and to address the
continuing need to ensure reliable supply into the future. The
Green Energy Act is an important component of that of future.
Our government is taking steps to phase out coal generation in
an effort to improve Ontario’s air quality while reducing green-
house gas emissions, and our Green Energy Act work towards
introducing new green source of energy.
But the Green Energy Act also plays another important role in
helping to ensure the future of our power supply in Ontario:
addressing the issue of energy conservation.
Energy conservation has an important role to play in ensuring
Ontario meets its power needs. By reducing the electricity we
use, we reduce the amount of supply we need to build. It also
helps to reduce our environmental footprint, by reducing our
reliance on fossil fuels.
One of the main thrusts of the Green Energy Act is to create a
conservation culture. The Green Energy Act will make energy
efficiency a key component of Ontario’s building code ensuring
new buildings are built to ever higher energy efficiency standards
over time.
It will establish Ontario as a leader in North America in energy
efficiency standards for household appliances – by working to
ensure more energy efficient products are readily available to
Ontario’s consumers.
And it will require home energy audits prior to the sale of homes
(unless the buyer chooses to waive their right to that audit).
Through the Green Energy Act, our government will create new
financing tools to help consumers manage the up-front costs of
small-scale renewable energy projects.
We will set electricity conservation targets for local utilities, and
help them to deliver effective programs to households and busi-
nesses.
We will increase productivity in the Ontario industrial sector
through energy efficiency programs and plans designed to help
manage demand.
And we will enable local electric utilities to create targeted con-
servation programs to help low-income Ontarians better manage
their energy costs.
Using less energy is a smart strategy for our economy and our
environment. By conserving energy, we will be simultaneously
creating green jobs, improving productivity and reducing emis-
sions, all while helping Ontarians to manage their energy costs.
For further information, please contact the Constituency Office of
Mike Brown, MPP, Algoma-Manitoulin, at 1-800-831-1899 or
mbrown.mpp.co@liberal.ola.org

Queen's Park
Report

Mike Brown, M.P.P.
Algoma-Manitoulin

Relay For
Life Date
Change

The Relay for Life to be held in
Manitouwadge has change
dates and location.
The new dates are June 26-
27, 2009 and will be held in the
Recreation Centre Ballfield.
For more information, contact:
Canadian Cancer Society
Thunder Bay Unit,
nw@ontario.cancer.ca
(807) 344-5433 or 1 800 227-
5557
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